Calling and Purpose
Introduction

We were listening to the radio driving home the other night.
The announcer was getting listeners to comment on, “What they weren’t sure of as we begin a new year”

There was a broad range of concerns, from...

· Political change

· Education 
· Teenage suicide

· Transport

· Services - like            Power & water
· Concern for pets

· Etc, etc…

Only one woman came on who touched on deep issues.      

Well, she only just brushed over the topic really in passing.

When the announcer introduced her … she said abruptly;’ Oh apart from the big ones of the meaning of life and my purpose in life… I guess my concerns for 2007 are… 

· Water

· Global warming.

Of course the announcer followed up on the water issue and global warming.
Why do you think he did that?

Why didn’t he follow up on the meaning of life and purpose of life?

Because if there is meaning and purpose to life; it should be measurable. 
Could also be that, we should be accountable to a higher power than ourselves, and that certainly doesn’t suit some people.
Many people have this purpose void; so they try and fill their lives with stuff. They are constantly getting into new stuff trying to feel fulfilled and happy. On the inside they feel like they are running on empty; they don’t why they are here and they don’t know what they should do.

Circumstance guides them, not the Calling of God.
So they, end up in a particular course at school or a particular job; with no sense of calling, no sense of fulfilling their destiny …

Without this sense of calling, there can be no purpose to life.
I’m not talking about the temporary sense of purpose that we get when we think it would be good to do a particular thing or our parents think we should do a particular thing. 
No I’m talking about the calling and purpose Paul is talking about in… 

Read Rom 8:28ff 

28And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 30And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And he gave them right standing with himself, and he promised them his glory.29For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn, with many brothers and sisters. 
1.Gods Calling gives us Purpose 
28And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 
Some Christians think that this verse means… if they are walking with God everything will be all good.

God said through the prophet… 

Isa 55:8  “My thoughts are completely different from yours,” says the LORD. “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. 
When we were children our parents disciplined us. They did it for our own good but that doesn’t mean we enjoyed that time of discipline. 
That’s what the scripture means here. 
It means that along the road of life, God will allow the difficult times, the hard times to work together for good.
Trust me; mussel doesn’t grow unless you stretch it and even tear it a little, we can’t grow spiritually unless we are stretched. God knows if our lives were just filled with good times we become, fat unhealthy Christians.
His ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. He allows the hard times to see if we will depend on Him.
28b Those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 
This second part of verse 28 highlights the fact that calling and purpose are inextricably linked to each other.
In the eighties when I was at Bible College I met many students both young and old male and female who didn’t have a calling. A number of them had retired from the education department. 

All those who came to College without Gods calling; treated college as an academic exercise. 
Many of them had no idea of what God wanted them to do with the rest of their lives. 

They would say to me I’m just testing the waters.

Let me tell you God doesn’t work that way!
Why doesn’t he work that way?

Because…

· His ways are higher than our ways..
· Calling is different
· Calling means to be invited or appointed.
You don’t just decide one day that you are called. 

God decides and He invites you to join Him in His work.

The disciples were invited by Jesus to join him.

Before his resurrection they were a pretty motley crew. 

· Argued about who was the best.
· They deserted him.
· They denied him.
· They even went back to their old jobs.
But after the resurrection, we read how they had purpose; the penny dropped and they were different men. 
Purpose here means to accept a proposal with the intention of fulfilling that proposal. So we become intentional about sharing the gospel message.

We make friends with the intention of sharing the life giving message entrusted to us. 
And we see this change in the disciple’s behaviour…

· They denied themselves to follow Him.

· They lifted Jesus up in every circumstance even if it meant personal harm.
· They understood their purpose in life was to make Jesus known through out their world.
They were changed; not by their circumstances but by their calling. 

Their calling gave them a new purpose in life.
2. God’s Purpose for YOU
· im in His work.
29a For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son,
What is God’s purpose for you?
To become like his son, like Jesus.

That’s good but how does it happen?
What has to happen for us to become like Gods son?
What is Gods part in this?
29a For God knew his people in advance and he chose them.
KJV says God foreknew his people. 
Psalm 139 helps us see what Paul means…
13    You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb.

14    Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!
    Your workmanship is marvellous—and how well I know it.

15    You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.

16    You saw me before I was born. 
    Every day of my life was recorded in your book.
    Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed.
We might like to think about any great coach in any sport really. 
They know the strengths and weaknesses of their protégé. They know their game so well, and how to lead them to play the game successfully.

It’s a bit like that with God he has know us before we were created in our mother womb. 

Lets read on in verse 29 … and he chose them to become like his Son, again the KJV says… he alsoG2532 did predestineG4309…and that’s a fascinating word because it has a double function.
It not only means to determine in advance but it also means to limit in advance.
So God knows far better than the sports coach how we will respond to every circumstance in life, and he makes his plans for us on his foreknowledge of our response. 

I guess one of the hardest things for the unchurched and for most Christians to understand is that God is always thinking about them, and their progress. 
Psalm 139:vs17f David says about God;  

17 How precious are your thoughts about me O God!
They are innumerable!
18    I can’t even count 
them; they outnumber the grains of sand!
And when I wake up in the morning, you are still with me!
So God is watching us and he’s limiting in advance those spiritual powers that can destroy the soul. Jesus said to Peter
Luke 22: 31“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to have all of you, to sift you like wheat. 32But I have pleaded in prayer for you Simon, that your faith should not fail. 
We see this limiting in advance in the OT too with Job.

Satan asks God if He can test His righteous servant and in Job Ch1:13 Gods response is…
12“All right, you may test him,” the LORD said to Satan. “Do whatever you want with everything he possesses, but don’t harm him physically.”
So God invites and appoints us to a ministry position.

This appointment is based on his foreknowledge of our response and he protects us by limiting in advance the power of Satan over us.

1Corinthians 10:13 says…

 13But remember that the temptations that come into your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will keep the temptation from becoming so strong that you can’t stand up against it. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you will not give in to it.
So what will you do with this information?
Will you believe it?

3. The Personal cost of being Fashioned
It’s important because the hardest step in our spiritual growth is to be made like Jesus.
Let’s look at the last part of our text today…

Rom 8 vs29b

He chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn, with many brothers and sisters. 
Here the words become like mean to conform to his image. To be fashioned in his image.

The definition of conform is… to be made the same as something or someone.
God’s intention is that we are fashioned in the image of Jesus.

It’s a bit like the sculptor who has just finished recreating one of Australia’s Cricketing legends, Dennis Lily’s bronze, for the MCC.
He wouldn’t be considered successful if it didn’t look like Dennis.

So we need to understand that Father God has undertaken to fashion us in the image of Jesus.
That’s more than the physical challenge the sculptor had to face.

God wants us to be like his Son in body, soul and spirit. 
How does He do that?

a. He offers us his Salvation in Christ first. If we accept…

b. He transforms us by the renewing of our minds through reading the word.

c. He allows trials in our lives to see if we will respond the way Jesus did. Sometimes we have to go around the mountain several times before we understand it’s easier and quicker to deal with issues that hold us back. Amen

We shouldn’t be discouraged by the issues and hardships we have to face. James puts it well when he says….

James 1:2 2Dear brothers and sisters, whenever trouble comes your way, let it be an opportunity for joy. 4So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be strong in character and ready for anything.3For when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 
Father God wants us to be ready for anything… just like Jesus.

Conclusion

We can now understand that being made like Jesus isn’t easy. That the trials God allows to bring us into conformity are not intended to cause us to give up but to press on through to the end,. developing the character of Jesus as you stand firm.

We must also understand that it is Gods purpose that we become like Jesus. It’s his purpose and plan for us. 

We need the kingdom  attitude of John the Baptist. In John 3:30  He (Jesus) must become greater and greater, and I must become less and less.
And last but not least we must understand that Gods calling gives our lives purpose.

So this morning …
Do you know what calling God has placed on your life?
If you want too know, please just raise your hand as we bow our heads in prayer. 
We want to pray for you today.
Get people out the front for prayer and dismiss the church.
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